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Bishop Herz-Lane began his duties as Bishop of Delaware-Maryland Synod on September 

1st. This is first communication to the Synod… an important message to each of you! 
 

                                                                                ... for God did not give us a spirit of timidity,  

                                                                                          but rather a spirit of power and of love  

                                                                                                                  and of self discipline.   

                                                                                                                            2 Timothy 1:7 

  

                                                                                                                           Do not be afraid. 

                                                                                                                        Jesus of Nazareth 

  

September 1, 2010 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all 
of you (2 Corinthians 13:13).    
  

It is with joy and a grateful heart, but also with a sense of awe and a not insignificant measure of 

trepidation that I write to you on this, my first day as bishop of the Delaware-Maryland Synod. The 

weeks since our Synod Assembly have been a whirlwind of activity:  working with the transition 

team to articulate a vision for our synod, interviewing and selecting staff, traveling throughout our 

synod and meeting with folks for conversations on mission, all the while finishing up my work as 

the Director for Evangelical Mission and - just last week - moving the family from New Jersey to the 

wonderfully diverse and vibrant Baltimore neighborhood of Mount Vernon. 

  

They tell me that being a bishop is "the toughest job in the church today." These are, to be sure, 

challenging times for the church and for anyone trying to be a bishop. But whenever I get 

discouraged, I remember the verse that God put on my heart during the Synod Assembly: "... for 
God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline."  You see, left to our own devices, we can do nothing ... but with God, all things are 

possible, and Jesus tells us again and again to not be afraid but to be bold for the sake of the 

Gospel, proclaiming with enthusiasm (from the Greek, en theos, literally, "God in us") the good 

news of God's unconditional love in Jesus Christ. 

  

That is why we can be bold enough to dream about a vision for our synod that is so much bigger 

than ourselves, a vision that calls for each and every one of our members to be a missionary, 



always ready to tell the story and give a witne

and rostered leaders to be a mission director, recruiting and resourcing and empowering our 

people for mission; and for each and every one of our 180 congregations to be a vital center of 

God's mission for the sake of the world:
  

                    EVERY MEMBER A MISSIONARY

                         EVERY PASTOR/ROSTERED LEADER A MISSION DIRECTOR

                              EVERY CONGREGATION A MISSION CENTER

                                    FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD
  

That's our BHAG, our Big, Hairy, A

don't have a prayer to ever even dream about reaching it without the help of God! Ahhh, but then, 

as God's people, we always have a praye

that God has given us to do. That is why I am so grateful for the hundreds of Prayer Partners that 

have already committed to praying for the bishop, for the staff and for our work together as a 

synod once a week for one year. (To sign up, send an e

and tell us your name, mailing address, and on which day of the week you are committing to 

praying for our common ministry). 
  

In his book, "Reclaiming the Great Com
and Congregations,"  the now retired bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, Claude E. Payne, 

writes this about the purpose of the Church:
  

Evangelism is not a program of the Church; rather, it i
option for Christians but an obligation, a fundamental commission of their Christ. Mission infuses all 
that the Church does. No person living richly and fully in his or her faith can
disciples of others. Evangelism, properly understood, is a powerful and rewarding activity of the 
faithful, a means of spiritual growth, and an invitation to an ongoing, intimate relationship with the 
God of abundant and everlasting life (p. 19).
  

That's a tall order! That's a BHAG alright! But it is what the Church is all about, and it is the vision I 

hope and pray we can live into as the people of God here in the Delaware
  

As your bishop, I am committed to this vision, and I invite you 

this vision a reality. I am grateful to those who have labored hard these past few years, especially 

our bishops Ted Schneider and Jerry Knoche, and the outgoing synod staff, Mary Miller

Ginny Price, Linda Lovell and Bill Gohl. Please help me to give thanks to God for these fine servants 

of the Gospel. 
  

As we begin our journey together, I ask for your support. No doubt I will make mistakes, stupid 

ones, even, so I ask for your patience in addition to your prayers.

steep, indeed, so please keep those prayers coming. Thank you for your partnership in the 
  

Peace & Blessings, 
    

The Rev. Wolfgang D. Herz-Lane 

Bishop, Delaware-Maryland Synod
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Audacious Goal - a goal so big and so hairy and so audacious you 

don't have a prayer to ever even dream about reaching it without the help of God! Ahhh, but then, 

as God's people, we always have a prayer, don't we? Prayer is central to our lives and the mission 

that God has given us to do. That is why I am so grateful for the hundreds of Prayer Partners that 

have already committed to praying for the bishop, for the staff and for our work together as a 

nod once a week for one year. (To sign up, send an e-mail to prayerpartners@demdsynod.org 

and tell us your name, mailing address, and on which day of the week you are committing to 

praying for our common ministry).  

"Reclaiming the Great Commission: A Practical Model for Transforming Denominations 
the now retired bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, Claude E. Payne, 

writes this about the purpose of the Church: 

Evangelism is not a program of the Church; rather, it is the essential work of the Church. It is not an 
option for Christians but an obligation, a fundamental commission of their Christ. Mission infuses all 
that the Church does. No person living richly and fully in his or her faith can ignore the call to make 
disciples of others. Evangelism, properly understood, is a powerful and rewarding activity of the 
faithful, a means of spiritual growth, and an invitation to an ongoing, intimate relationship with the 
God of abundant and everlasting life (p. 19). 
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As we begin our journey together, I ask for your support. No doubt I will make mistakes, stupid 
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St John’s Lutheran Church 

250
th

 Celebration in Concert 

Saturday, September 18
th

, 2010, at 7 P. M. 

With Kurt Johnson as Emcee

Come celebrate with us as we enjoy our newly renovated sanctuary and entertain with music and 

wonder at our ability to stay active for 250 years and still be kicking up our heels with beautiful 

music in praise of our Lord! 

 

We promise you our own Robbie Freed at the piano or organ - his choice - the Johnson Family Five 

joyfully raising their voices in praise, the Apples Church Choir, a Godspell 2010 goodie or two and 

the wonderful presence of world renowned Opera tenor and native of Thurmont, Richard Troxell.  

It will be an evening to remember for years to come!! 

 

Come sit in our new beautifully appointed sanctuary and tap your toes to the music and be 

exhilarated by music to bless the Lord and ourselves!!  

 

Afterwards, join in refreshments and fellowship as we continue to celebrate during this 250th year 

of our existence.    

 

Guest Pastor Nelavala 

 
St. John’s was fortunate to have the Rev. Dr. Surekha Nelavala bringing the message for three 

Sundays in August.  An ordained Lutheran minister from India and rostered with the ELCA, she 

carries diverse and wider experiences from advocacy, ordained ministry, administrative and 

teaching positions in which she served. She also served as Executive Secretary for the National 

Lutheran Church in India. 

 

“Pastor Surekha,” as she invites us to call her, previously taught in Gurukul Lutheran Theological 

College and Research Institute, Chennai, India. She moved to the United States in 2002 to pursue 

her studies and received her Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from Drew University, NJ, in 2008.  

 

From time to time, the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, invites a distinguished senior 

scholar to teach a course and offer lectures. In January of 2008, Dean Robin Steinke announced 

that during the Spring, 2008, semester, “it will be our joy to have the Rev. Dr. Nelavala to offer 

some lectures in several courses and host some forums in her area of expertise, New Testament…. 

This opportunity to welcome a pastor and scholar reflects concrete ways we live into our 

commitment to increasing the diversity of voices concerning the global church.” 

 

Pastor Surekha loves reading, cooking and traveling and is married to John Ponnala, a chaplain at 

Johns Hopkins University Hospital. They have two sons; Nishanth Ponnala is in second grade and 

Prashanth Ponnala is 13 months old. The family currently resides in Gettysburg while she teaches 

and lectures at the seminary there. Their entire extended family lives in India.  

Gayle Spahr 



VISION TEAM 
 

 

 

Sanctuary 

plastering, 

painting, and 

carpet cleaning 

should finish in 

time to move 

pews back in on Saturday, Sept. 4th. 

Volunteers with strong backs are needed for 

the pew move-in, from about 9:00 to 11:00 

a.m.  
 

 The Vision Team is seeking four people 

who live in or very near Thurmont and are 

willing to be on a list of people to be called if 

there is an issue with the alarm system. They 

would not be called for actual emergencies but 

to go to the church to check if the system does 

not respond to the alarm company’s signals. 

Volunteers will be provided with instructions 

on steps to be taken in checking the system. 

Call/email the church office if you can help. 
 

 On September 19th, service times will 

revert to 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. There will 

be no Sunday’s Cool classes until after Rally 

Day (9/26); they will resume October 3. 
 

 On October 10th, there will be one service 

at 8:30 a.m., due to heavy traffic related to 

Colorfest activities. 
 

 Sell some pews? Over the years, several 

pews have been removed from the sanctuary. 

Most recently, the very back row of pews were 

taken out, because they allowed very little leg 

space. We are considering selling those pews; 

we are looking for feedback from the 

congregation about any thoughts or concerns 

anyone has if this is done. 
 

 We will be looking to replace our pew 

pads in the next few months; cleaning current 

cushions is not a good option because of their 

condition. We will be getting quotes for new 

pew pads and appealing to families in the 

church to sponsor pad replacements. 

 

 CALL PROCESS: On August 24 the Vision 

team meeting was attended by Pastor Dot 

Lundgren, Dean of the Frederick Council of the 

Deleware-Maryland Synod.  She discussed next 

steps with the pastoral call process.  We were 

asked to hold off on forming a Call Committee 

right away as there were several questions 

about St. John's specific situation that needed 

to be answered by the Synod, and there was a 

change in the Synod leadership from the 

interim Bishop to the new Bishop, Rev. 

Wolfgang D. Herz-Lane.   Since then, Roland 

Hobbs, one of the new assistants to the 

Bishop, has been in touch with Kurt Johnson 

and has begun moving the process along.  Both 

Pastor Roland Hobbs and Pastor Dot Lundren 

will be working through this process with us.  

We expect direction from the Synod on the 

creation of a Call Committee within the next 

few days.   The process has been moving in a 

positive direction and we are excited by some 

of the opportunities that have been discussed 

thus far.  As soon as we have been advised 

that we can share more about this we will. 

 

 The next Vision Team meeting is 

September 21st at 7:00 p.m. Anyone wishing 

to attend the new-business portion of the 

meeting is encouraged to come! 

 
Kurt Johnson for the Vision Team  
 

 



RALLY DAY Opening for Sunday School  
 

Sunday, September 26 will be our Rally Day 

which moves our worship service to the 

Thurmont Town Park at 10:00a.m.  This service 

has been a well-liked event in the past and 

includes tables to describe and sign-up for 

Sunday School classes, worship in the park, our 

youth band and lunch.  We encourage you to 

bring a friend.  This is a comfortable morning 

to invite someone who is looking for a faith 

community.  In addition to our children's 

Sunday School classes we will also have a class 

for adults starting October 3, so come learn 

more about the classes available to help us 

grow in your relationship with our Lord. 

 
MaryBeth Johnson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

  

The Evangelism Committee will once again 

sponsor receptions for the parents of the 

children attending St. John's Preschool.  These 

will be held on Thursday, September 9 in the 

morning and afternoon and on Friday, 

September 17 in the morning.  The committee 

met on August 26 to prepare small gifts from 

St. John's church and the preschool to present 

to the parents.  Light refreshments will 

be served by members of the committee.   This 

is an outreach of St. John's and many of the 

preschool children attended VBS this past 

summer.  Our thanks to the members of the 

committee - Gloria Angleberger, Wilma Fogle, 

Carolyn Fraley, Gayle Spahr and Marie 

Skillinger. 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

St. John's will begin its 43rd year of early 

childhood education in our community on 

Tuesday, September 7.  On Wednesday, 

September 1, a Parent Orientation will be held 

in Fellowship Hall at 7:30 p.m.  We are pleased 

that all of our teachers will return this year.      

  

It is with great sadness that we report the 

passing of Neil Shriner, husband of Stacey  

Shriner, who works with the children in our 

three-year-old classes.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Stacey and her two children 

during this difficult time. 
 

Marie Skillinger 

 

 

“THANK YOU” FROM GAYLE SPAHR 

Dear Friends: 

Thank you so much for the reception after church 
on Sunday, August 8, 2010, to honor my ministry 
as Administrative Assistant of St. John’s.  The 
beautiful gift of a pewter candlestick is most 
appreciated.  I can truly let my light shine.  

I also want to thank those of you from whom I 
received notes, hugs, and kind and caring 
remarks.   

I truly loved my time in the office as 
Administrative Assistant and working with all of 
you in carrying out God’s mission.  I look  forward 
to some time off, but hopefully I can continue to 
be a vital and active member of St. John’s. 

Thank you again for your gracious gift and 
expressions of good will. 

In Christ,   

Gayle 

 



Dramatic Bible Camp – Dramatic success! 
 

 
 
 

This year's vacation bible school played on the 

strength of the Thurmont Thespians’ growing 

ministry.  We asked any youth from the 

production of Godspell to offer leadership for 

the week of Dramatic Bible Camp held August 

3 - 6, 2010.  Of the forty member cast, fifteen 

youth and adults volunteered their time to 

help.  The youth love getting together and 

added a new element of energy to our Bible 

camp that inspired the forty children in 

attendance.   
 

All song lyrics from Godspell are based on 

scripture, so for each opening, cast members 

performed a song and dance from Godspell. 
They then led participants around to different 

program areas to learn about a drama 

production.  The areas included make-up and 

masks, skits/video, crafts, and song/dance.  In 

the skits/video, the children talked through a 

parable Jesus told and considered its meaning 

for us today. Then they would act it out for the 

camera, and that portrayal was played back on 

the big screen during the opening the next 

night.  Parents enjoyed staying for the opening 

and coming early to pick up the children to see 

them perform a song/dance in the closing. 
 

It was certainly a Holy Spirit-inspired 

outreach.  Praise be to God!   

 
MaryBeth Johnson 

 
 



Thurmont ThespiansThurmont ThespiansThurmont ThespiansThurmont Thespians    
 

“Godspell 2010" a big success!! 

Both Artistically and Financially!! 
 

We are delighted to report that 751 folks paid 

to come see this production with about 150 

more who attended between the two 

previews and the highlights at the church. Now 

some of those could have been doubles, but 

who cares??   
Income: $16,315 

Door $12,307 

Patronage   $1,965 

         ($200 more promised) 

Patronage  $1498 

Shirts  $545 

 

Expenses at  

this point:  $14,265 

Big items are  

Rent     $3,450 

Royalties $1,520  

Publicity  $1,410 

Set  $2,205 

Lights $1,076 

Music $1,700 
 

We still have several outstanding bills that I 

have estimated so it could change but not 

drastically. We expect to realize a profit of 

around $2000.00 on the production.   

 

Artistically, this director could not have been 

more pleased.  Most of the youngsters worked 

to their capacity, and we had two very well 

matched casts alternating nights.  By the last 

two shows, I did not need to take notes for 

improvement - they had reached their goals!! 

 

We ended up with 40 on stage, 20 in each cast 

and two youngsters assisting other ways – one 

in the band and the other at the sound/light 

table – without whom we would have been 

bereft.  There was a mix of both new faces and 

youngsters who have worked with us before 

and from all over the surrounding area.   

 

 

Twelve of them helped with Vacation Bible 

School and thirty of them participated in the 

Highlights we did at St. John’s on August 8th at 

2 p.m.   Truly an outreach to the community 

from St. John’s!! 

 

“Gin Game” – a tragicomedy 

by D. L. Coburn  

coming in November 
 

“The Gin Game” is a 1978 two-person Pulitzer 

Prize-winning play that Beth and Spence have 

wanted to do together for a long time.  This is 

the year!  Since we aren’t getting any younger, 

we figure we better put it on the calendar if 

we are ever going to do it! 

 

We have done a lot of two person shows 

together in the past. St. John’s audiences saw 

“I’m Herbert” (from “You Know I Can’t Hear 

You When the Waters Running”),  but we have 

also done “Same Time Next Year” for the 

Delaware Dinner Theatre, “Tally’s Folly” in 

Wilmington, and “California Suite” at Delaware 

Dinner Theatre, in addition to productions  like 

“Not Now Darling,” “On Golden Pond ” for 

BRTG, “Alone Together” for BRTG, “Love 

Letters” for Thurmont Thespians, as well as “It 

Runs In the Family” for Fredericktowne 

Players.    

 

Maxwell Beaver, a long time friend and theatre 

associate who works at the Wilmington 

Playhouse, is coming from to direct us. We will 

work around his schedule for rehearsals. 

 

Hopefully you will mark your calendars now to 

come see it at the American Legion November 

5th, 6th, 7th, 12th, 13th, or 14th. The 7th and 14th 

are matinees, and the other evening 

performances at 8 p.m.  The 13th is dinner 

theatre with catering by Cozy.  Call Becky Urian 

at 301-271-7613 for reservations. 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Marie Seiss   9/01 
Wendell Zentz  9/05 
Luke Moorman  9/10 
Amy Delauter  9/11 
Emma Zentz   9/13 
Dottie Valentine  9/18 
Caleb Moorman  9/18 
Sharon Lewis  9/20 
Rick May   9/21 
Betty Wolf   9/23 
Becky Carpenter  9/24 
Carolyn Fraley  9/25 
Brian Fox   9/27 
Kurt Johnson  9/29 
Brandon Humerick  9/30 
           

 
 

 
Mar-Lu-Ridge, a Lutheran camp and retreat center, is having a 
Homecoming and Walkathon on September 25
information, call 1
http://mar-lu-ridge.org/events.html
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
 

Dylan Goin 
Mitchell Unger 
Melinda Jarvis 
Delilah Miller 
Bonnie Weaver 
Kaitlin Mueller 
Eric Royer 
Jessica Zentz 
Forrest Kelly 
Donald Creager 
Kevin Fox 
Kendel Pfister 
John Ford 
Barbara Roderick 
Jean Myers 

Ridge, a Lutheran camp and retreat center, is having a 
Homecoming and Walkathon on September 25th and 26th. For more 
information, call 1-800-238-9974 or visit them online at 

ridge.org/events.html.  

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

10/01 
10/01 
10/04 
10/06 
10/07 
10/10 
10/12 
10/18 
10/22 
10/26 
10/26 
10/27 
10/28 

 10/30 
10/31

Ridge, a Lutheran camp and retreat center, is having a 
. For more 
 



LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE 
 

8:45 AM Worship 

Date Asst. Minister Lector Welcomers Altar 

09/05/2010 Rick May William W Riffle/Crouse Delores Sheeler 

09/12/2010 Alice May Hinkle Stacey Brown-Hobbs Becky/John Urian Delores Sheeler 

8:30 AM Worship 

09/19/2010 Bill Riffle John Ford D & D Valentine Delores Sheeler 

10:00 AM Worship – RALLY DAY at Thurmont Park 

09/26/2010 John Ford Sarah Getz Sarah G/Rachael J Delores Sheeler 

 

8:30 AM Worship 

Sunday’s Cool begins, between services  

10/03/2010 Rick May Marie S Hinkle/Riffle Jane Nolan/Nancy Riffle 

10/10/2010 COLORFEST SUNDAY - TBA 

10/17/2010 Alice May Hinkle Lisa Riffle H & R Valentine Jane Nolan/Nancy Riffle 

10/24/2010 Bill Riffle Gayle Spahr John/Carol Ford Jane Nolan/Nancy Riffle 

10/31/2010 John Ford Carolyn Fraley B & C Roderick Jane Nolan/Nancy Riffle 

  

10:15 AM Worship 

     
Date Lector Acolyte Welcomers Prayer 

09/05/2010 Amanda U Emily J Hoovers MaryBeth J 

09/12/2010 Bill R Sarah J Johnsons Beth Watson 

10:45 AM Worship 

09/19/2010 Chris Kreitz Rachel Johnson Donaghues Gayle Spahr 

09/26/2010 RALLY DAY at Thurmont Park – 10:00 AM Worship – see above minister schedule 

10/03/2010 Rachael Johnson Sarah Getz Riffles Kurt Johnson 

10/10/2010 COLORFEST – Only 8:15 AM Worship 

10/17/2010 Kelli Donaghue Emily Johnson Spahrs MaryBeth Johnson 

 

10/24/2010 Mallory Donaghue Sarah Johnson Hoovers Kelli Donaghue 

10/31/2010 Emily Johnson Rachael Johnson Johnsons Beth Watson 

     



Copy for 
October Grapevine is 

due Sept. 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

            
 

Church Office: 301-271-7877 
Administrative Assistant: Edie Sodowsky 

Email: edie@saintjohnlutheran.org 

President: Kurt Johnson, 717-762-5281 

Web Site: www.saintjohnlutheran.org 
 

St. John Preschool: 301-271-4109 
Registrar: Marie Skillinger 

Email: stjpreschl@aol.com  

Chairperson: Stacey Brown-Hobbs, 301-271-2390 

 

Thurmont Thespians 
Beth Watson, 301-416-0864 

Email: beth.watson@myactv.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran 

Church 
15 N. Church Street 

Thurmont, MD 21788 
 

“Loved by God…  

to love others!” 
 

Ministers: The people of  

St. John’s 
 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship 

10:15 AM Sing & Rejoice 

Worship Celebration 


