
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ!  Over the course of the past three years or so, I have had the privilege of 

sharing life with you.  One of my favorite insights regarding such a shared life 

was written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his classic little book, Life Together :   

 

òIt is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren (and sisters) is a 

gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God that any day may be taken from us, 

that the time that still separates us from utter loneliness may be brief indeed.  

Therefore, let him who until now has had the privilege of living a common 

Christian life with other Christians praise Godõs grace from the bottom of his 

heart.  Let him thank God on his knees and declare:  It is grace, nothing but 

grace, that we are allowed to live in community with Christian brethren.ó  

 

 So, truly, I feel honored to have shared a bit of this life with you:  To have 

entered into the holy spaces of your homes and places of healing in hospitals, to 

have partaken of good food and conversation around your dining tables, and to 

have joined with you in the ministry of Word and Sacrament.  I thank God for this 

immense blessing of òliving a common Christian life with Christians,ó Christians 

whom I have grown to deeply love and appreciate.   

 

 I have learned and received much from our time together.  I am especially 

grateful for the joy of working with Gayle Spahr.  She has blessed me with timely 

words of encouragement and inspiration, maintained an environment of peace and 

order in the office (and beyond), and served the Church with a deep sense of hu-

mility.  Also, I am indebted to Kurt Johnson and the Vision Team for their for-

ward -looking vision and leading St. Johnõs through this time of change.  I wish for 

all of you Godõs very bestñAs always, keep your eyes focused upon Jesus who is the 

Pioneer and Perfecter of your faithé 
 

In His love, Pastor Craig  

The Grapevine
July 2010 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifty youngsters auditioned for the up-

coming teen show and when the dust set-

tled, forty -four will stay the course.  This 

is about normal for drop outs with a com-

mitment of their entire summer to learn-

ing all phases of theatre while developing 

a production.  

The rafters at St. Johnõs resound with the 

music as these kids learn òDay by Dayó, 

òBless the Lordó, òTurn Back O Manó and 

òLight of the Worldó.  Many dance steps 

are mastered, doing them over and over 

again until everything fits together to the 

choreographerõs satisfaction. 

Beth has had a time of it filling 44 into a 

10 cast show!  Double casting ñwith every 

one in every production ñthen enlarging 

the disciples from 8 to the right number 

12ñstill left us with groupies to follow 

John the Baptist from his time in the de-

sert.  They were glad they didnõt have to 

wear animal skins and survive on wild 

honey and locusts!  

We have youngsters from all the sur-

rounding communities and multiple fam-

ily members in the cast.   

 The author insists that this show is about 

the building of community under the 

teacher of the master ñand so we watch 

these youngsters go from babble, babble 

to working lovingly together    after learn-

ing their lessons well from the reiteration 

of the parables.  If you have read St. Mat-

thewõs gospel, you know the story! 

Friday, July 23 7:30p.m. 

Saturday, July 24 2:00p.m.   AND  7:30p.m. 

Sunday, July 25 2p.m. 

Thursday, July 29 7:30p.m. 

Friday, July 30 7:30p.m. 

Saturday, July 31 7:30p.m. 

Sunday, August 1 2p.m. 

For Reservations  301-271ñ7613 

All tickets  $15   

  

 

We did this show at St. Johnõs in the 

summer of 2000 and I will miss doing it 

in the sanctuary.  However, this time, we 

are hopeful the message will hit home 

anyway.  Stephen Schwartz wrote 

òBeautiful Cityó for the revised who is 

2000 (just when we were doing it before, 

and we are including it in this produc-

tion.)  Have studied Revelation this year, 

I feel that it fits right in!  
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Ministry Opportunities  

 

 

 

 

Dramatic Bible School  

August 3 rd  ð 6th  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  

 

This ministry will teach kids about the Bible in a fun and exciting way.  There is a 

job for everyone!  Be a part of this exciting ministry as these kids learn from you 

and some of the older youth from the production of Godspell! - Contact MaryBeth 

Johnson - 717-762-5281 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch for Kids at the Senior Center  

August 9 th  ð August 13 from Noon to 2 p.m.  

  

In Thurmont, the free lunch program offered by the School District stops during 

the summer.  Not this year!  Modeled after a successful program in Walkersville, 

the churches of the Thurmont Ministerium are providing lunches free of charge to 

kids in the Thurmont area this summer.  Food is being prepared and shared over 

at the Thurmont Senior center.  Each church is taking one week out of the 

summer to provide 3 or 4 adults who will make sandwiches, play games, and work 

on crafts with the kids.  Even if you can only come on one day for two hours we 

still need you!  If you can do any of these things, come out and let God use you in 

ministry to our kids. Contact Kathrin Muegge 301 -846-1386 
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Upcoming Events  
 

Community Ice Cream Social - July 10 th , 6:00 p.m.  

 This has always been a very popular event at the church and a great time to en-

joy a homemade summer treat!  Invite your neighbors!  Everyone loves ice 

cream!   Please contact Nancy Riffle (301 -271-7132)  if you can bring ice cream or 

Mary Beth Johnson (717 -762-5281) if you can help with food.   

 

Sunday, July 18 th , One Service 10:00 a.m.  

  Pastor Craigõs last Sunday!  We will have a potluck lunch to celebrate our time 

together. We invite those who wish to offer cards and best wishes to Pastor 

Moorman to do so at the luncheon.  

 

Sunday, July 25 th , Interim Bishop Ted Schneider  Visits St. Johnõs 

 The interim Bishop of the Delaware -Maryland Synod will be celebrating  the   

Sacrament of Holy Communion at both worship services on Sunday, July 25 th .  

Having the Bishop visit our church is an exciting event!  We are looking forward 

to what he has to say about the Synod and the ELCA.  

 

Sunday, July 25 th , Congregational Budget Meeting  

 At the April Congregational Meeting we agreed to meet again at the end of the 

July to get a budget update and consider any changes that we may need to make 

for the time remaining in 2010.   This meeting will start around 11:15 a.m. and 

will not involve lunch.  

 



Lunch Bunch  
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We have had several recommendations for the Old Havilah Inn on Taneytown Pike so our 

plans are to visit this restaurant on Thursday, August 19.  We will meet at the church at 11:00 

a.m. to carpool to the Inn.  If you prefer to drive yourself, the address is 5525 Taneytown 

Pike.  Everyone is invited!  Please call Marie Skillinger at 301-898-1505 by August 13 to make 

a reservation.   

Sanctuary Replastering  

On Sunday, June 27th the Congregation voted to proceed with the repairs and replastering of 

the walls and the ceiling of the sanctuary.  Also included in the work is the painting of the ceil-

ing and the walls to a height just below the air conditioning ducts.   The work will begin on or 

around August 9th and complete before Labor Day.  Myers Plastering of Libertytown will be 

doing the work.   

The project is expected to cost $40,000 and will be funded by using the Sanctuary Fund which 

was set up for this purpose, with the remainder funded by adding on to our existing building 

loan with Frederick County Bank. 

This will be an exciting project for our congregation as we temporarily move out of the Sanc-

tuary and relocate to the Fellowship Hall while the work is being completed. 



LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE  

 

8:45 Worship  

 

  Asst, Min.   Lectors   Welcomers    Altar  

 

07/04/10 Rick May   William W   Riffle/Crouse  May/Angleberger  

 

07/11/10 Alice May  H   Stacey B/H   Becky/John U  May/Angleberger  

 

07/18/10 Bill Riffle   Mary W  Don/Dottie V  May/Angleberger  

 

07/25/10 John Ford   Gayle S  Harriet/Randy V  May/Angleberger  

 

08/08/10 Rick May   Marie S   John/Carol F   Gayle S 

 

08/15/10 Alice May H   Lisa R   Hinkle/Riffle    Gayle S 

 

08/22/10 Bill Riffle   Carolyn F   Carroll/Barbara R   Gayle S 

 

08/29/10 John Ford   Alice May H   M/W Willhide   Gayle S 

 

09/05/10 Rick May   William W   Riffle/Crouse   Delores S  

 

09/12/10 Alice May H   Stacey  B -H  Becky/John U   Delores S  

 

09/19/10 Bill Riffle   John Ford   D/D Valentine   Delores S  

 

09/26/10 John Ford   Mary W  Mike/Cathy D   Delores S  

 

 



LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE  

 

10:15 Worship  

 

  Lector   Acolyte   Welcomer    Prayer  

 

07/04/10 Sarah G   Rachel J   Riffle     Kurt Johnson  

 

07/11/10 Chris K   Mallory D   Spahr     Kelli Donaghue  

 

07/18/10 Rachel J   Sarah G   Hoover    MaryBeth J  

 

07/25/10 Kelli  D   Emily J   Johnson    Gayle Spahr  

 

08/08/10 Mallory D   Sarah J   Donaghues    Beth Watson  

 

08/15/10 Emily J   Rachel J   Sarah G/Rachel J   Chris Krietz  

 

08/22/10 Sarah J   Mallory D   Riffle     Kurt Johnson  

 

08/29/10 Gayle S  Sarah G   Gayle S   Kelli Donaghue  

 

09/05/10 Amanda U   Emily J   Hoovers    MaryBeth J  

 

09/12/10 Bill R    Sarah J   Johnsons    Beth Watson  

 

09/19/10 Chris K   Rachel J   Donaghues    Gayle Spahr  

 

09/26/10 Sarah G   Mallory D   Sara G/Rachel J   Chris Krietz  

 

 



JULY BIRTHDAYS  

Catherine Saylor   7/02  

Gayle Spahr   7/02  

Irving Sheeler   7/06  

Elaine Baltzell   7/10  

Nancy Creager   7/10  

Luke Bradley   7/12  

MaryBeth Johnson   7/13  

Diana Hoover  7/13  

Sam Royer, IV   7/20  

Jessica Miller   7/20  

Belle Grimes   7/27  

Macks Myers   7/27  

Taylor Zentz   7/27  

Erin Fox    7/31  

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

Emily Johnson  8/02  

Kim Beard   8/02  

Betty Kerns    8/07  

Don Valentine  8/07  

Cathy Delauter   8/09  

Dorothy Stowell   8/17  

Karen Fox   8/20  

Bill Riffle    8/22  

Ed McKissick   8/23  

William Willhide   8/26  

Brenda Toms  8/27  

Melissa Spahr   8/28  

Kaitlin Maloff   8/29  

Delores Sheeler   8/30  

 

Marie Seiss    9/01  

Wendell Zentz   9/05  

Luke Moorman  9/10  

Amy Delauter   9/11 

Emma Zentz   9/13  

Dottie Valentine   9/18  

Caleb Moorman  9/18  

Sharon Lewis  9/20  

Rick May   9/21  

Betty Wolf    9/23  

Becky Carpenter   9/24  

Carolyn Fraley   9/25  

Brian Fox    9/27  

Kurt Johnson   9/29  

Brandon Humerick   9/30  

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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