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The Saints of Summer 
 

The worship planning book, Sundays and Seasons, notes that summer “ is full of 

commememorations of Christians, ancient and contemporary, who can teach and inspire us.”  

It is true. The list of Christians celebrated by the church in summer is long. It includes familiar 

and not-so-familiar names, such as Justin, Boniface, Pope John XXIII, Chief Seattle (Yes, he was 

a Christian!), John the Baptist, Apostles Barnabas and Thomas, and others.  Two whom we 

commemorate in August are Lawrence (August 10) and Augustine (August 28).  
 

Lawrence, a congregational deacon in Rome in the third century, “was responsible for financial 

matters in the church and for the care of the poor… during a time of persecution under the 

emperor Valerian. When the emperor demanded that Lawrence surrender the treasures of the 

church, Lawrence gathered lepers, orphans, the blind and the lame. He brought them to the 

emperor and said, ‘Here is the treasure of the church.’ This act enraged the emperor, and  

Lawrence was sentenced to death.” 
  

We’re more familiar with Saint Augustine, though few of us know much 

of his story. From his teens well into adulthood, Augustine lived a pretty 

wild life. .. until he came under the influence of Ambrose, the bishop of 

Milan. Augustine was baptised in 387, when he was 32 or 33 years of 

age.  
 

Augustine was ordained four years later and made bishop in 396. A 

strong defender of the Christian faith, he argued “that the holiness of the 

church did not depend on the holiness of its members, particularly the 

clergy, but that holiness comes from Christ, the head of the church.” 
 

Many Christians today see summer as “time off” and get extra time off their jobs or time off 

from school. But it can be a time of opportunity – to spend more time with family, to get away 

to another location, or maybe to take life a little easier.  
 

Perhaps we might also consider how we, too, can be ‘saints of summer.” Like Lawrence, we can 

remember those who are the true treasure of the church. Like Augustine, we can share our 

faith – our belief that holiness comes from Christ – and perhaps influence another person to 

seek Christ, just as Ambrose influenced Augustine. 
 

Happy August – all you saints of summer!                   Edie Sodowsky    
 

Quotes are from Sundays and Seasons: 2010, Year C, Guide to Worship Planning, Copyright 2009, Augsburg 

Fortress.  



SANCTUARY WORK BEGINS! 
 

Well it’s almost time for our Sanctuary work to begin!   August will be a beehive of activity around St. 

John’s.  Godspell wound down with the final performance on August 1
st

.   On Tuesday, August 3
rd

, our 

Dramatic Bible Camp opens for 4 nights.   The final push to move pews out of the sanctuary and into storage 

comes on Saturday, August 7
th

, and Sunday, August 8
th

, after a special 250
th

 Anniversary Thurmont 

Thespians presenting of a cutting from Godspell!   Then on Monday, August 9th work begins on constructing 

protective temporary enclosures for the organ and moving scaffolding in the Sanctuary.   Until work is 

completed all services will be held in the Fellowship Hall.   Our first service downstairs will be Sunday, 

August 15
th

.   See the schedule below for all the details. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to this effort in so many ways.  Please consider donating to the 

Sanctuary Fund, especially at this time as work has commenced.  Looking forward to a beautiful new interior 

for our Sanctuary in September! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Kurt Johnson, President 
 

Schedule for Plaster Work in Sanctuary 
 

Date  Activity  

Saturday, July 31
st

     

9 a.m. till noon  

Move back pews and first two rows to Fellowship hall.  

Tues – Friday, Aug 3 – 6  

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School  

Friday, August 6
th

  Storage Units for Pews Arrive  

Saturday, August 7
th

  

9 a.m. till noon  

Begin Loading Storage Units  

Sunday, August 8
th

   

3:30 p.m.  

Move Rest of Pews After Godspell Performance  

Monday, August 9
th

  Plasterers Arrive and Begin Work  

August 15  through September 5
th

  Church conducted in Fellowship Hall  

Friday, September 3rd  Plaster Work Completes  

Tues, Sept 7
th

 – Thurs, 9
th

  Painting in Sanctuary  

Saturday, Sept 11
th

  Carpet Cleaning in Sanctuary  

Week of Sept 12
th

  Pews Returned to Sanctuary (Specific Dates TBD)  

*Bold indicates we need help from the congregation moving pews. 



HELP NEEDED AUGUST 9-13 
 

A program organized by Thurmont Food 

Ministry – and supported by every church in 

the community – provides free bag lunches 

for school children during the summer 

months.  Lunches are distributed to the kids 

in the park behind the Senior Center. 
 

Saint John's is committed to supporting the 

program during the upcoming week, 

beginning August 9th. We still need 

volunteers to help for 2 hours, between 

12:00am to 2:00 pm on at least one day of 

the week (preferably Thursday or Friday). 

The volunteer’s task will be to: 
 

-  give each child a lunch bag that has been 

prepared by the previous group the day 

before  

-  supervise the kids (there must be two 

adults on site at all times) 

-  provide some crafts and/or games until 

2:00pm. 
 

Volunteers are also needed to prepare the 

lunches for the next day with food that is 

provided in the refrigerator at the Senior 

Center.  If you are unable to help serve and 

entertain the children but can make lunches, 

we can use your help, too. 
 

Please contact the church office (301-271-

7877) or Kathrin Muegge (Tel 301-836-1386 

or 301-271-2369) if you can spare some 

time and help in this effort to provide food 

for kids. 
 

Kathrin Muegge 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
 

 Our next culinary adventure will be to the 

Old Havilah Inn in Taneytown on Thursday, 

August 19. We will meet at the church at 

11:00 a.m. to carpool to the Inn. Please call 

Marie Skillinger at 301-898-1505 by August 

13 to reserve a place. Everyone is invited! 
 

Marie Skillinger 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  
 

Edie Sodowsky, new Administrative 

Assistant for St. John’s, came on board July 

21 and has been training with Gayle Spahr. 

 

A resident of Sabillasville and a lifelong 

Lutheran, in the past Edie provided 

administrative support to three churches. In 

addition to her familiarity with the Lutheran 

liturgy, other qualifications which led the 

Vision team to choose her include: 

• Most of her career has been in human 

services and special ministries. 

• She worked with large social service 

agencies, including Heifer 

International, Bethesda Lutheran 

Communities, and The Arc of 

Maryland. 

• She understands the inner workings 

of a church from the perspective of 

having been an active lay leader and a 

pastor’s wife. 

 

Edie says, “I appreciate the opportunity to 

support the important ministries St. John’s 

offers to its members and to the 

community.” 

 

 

THANK YOU GAYLE! 
 

As her life takes new directions, we wish the 

best to Gayle Spahr, outgoing Administrative 

Assistant. Your dedicated service to St. 

John’s in this capacity and your personal 

faith have strengthened the community of 

believers – and the community around the 

church – in many ways. 

 

We hope you will “take 

time to smell the 

roses” before taking on 

too many new 

responsibilities. 

 

 



 

NEIGHBORHOOD NICHE 
 

Since we are now without a pastor, it is more 

important than ever to stay in contact with 

each other and take care of each other. Niche 

leaders, I hope you will continue to call. If 

ther is nothing special, just call to say hello 

and ask, “How are you?” That goes for me, 

too. I’ve certainly been on a summer 

schedule. I hope everyone will welcome a 

call from the church, and please feel free to 

make suggestions to me or other leaders 

about things that you think people would 

like to have done for them. I do not always 

hear of people in need, so please let us know 

if you or another person could use an 

encouraging phone call or other kind of help. 

- Carol Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIS’ YUMMY GRAPE SALAD  

 

The Grapevine is the perfect place for a recipe 

for grape salad, right? Since everyone raved 

about the salad Chris Kreitz brought to a 

recent potluck, we’ve asked if it could be 

shared… and here it is:  

 

Grape Salad 

 

2 lb grapes                             1 C brown sugar 

8 oz cream cheese             1 ½ C walnuts or 

pecans, crushed 

16 oz sour cream 

½ C sugar 

 

Mix cream cheese and white sugar.  Stir in sour 

cream. Pour over grapes and mix well. 

Mix brown sugar and nuts together & put on 

top of grape mixture. 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

Although the children are out of school and 

everything is fairly quiet, we are gearing up 

for the beginning of the new school year in 

the fall.  

 

Parent Orientation for the coming year 

will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary on 

Wednesday, September 1. School begins on 

Tuesday, September 7, on a staggered basis. 

That is, not all children will start on that day. 

 

A few of our classes still have openings, and 

we are registering children on an ongoing 

basis. We are pleased that all of our teachers 

will return this year.  

 

Teachers include: 

 

Ann Kruhm, Teacher – two- and four-year-

olds 

Janice Grams, Assistant Teacher – two- and 

four-year-olds 

Susie Crouse, Aide – two-year-olds 

Heather Marshall, Teacher – three-year-olds 

Tammy Tingler, Assistant Teacher – three-

year-olds 

Stacey Shriner, Aide – three-year-olds 

 

 
 

Our Summer Enrichment Program was 

held July 12 through July 23. Ann Kruhm and 

Heather Marshall taught the class. The 

theme for the first week was  “What’s 

Cooking?” and the theme for the second 

week was “Oodles of Art.” The children 

created a recipe book for the snacks and art 

ingredients they made each day. 
 



Marie Skillinger 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Installation of Bishop 

 

Saturday, September 18, 2010 – 12:30 

p.m. 

New Psalmist Baptist Church 

4501 Old Frederick Road 

Catonsville, MD 21229 
 

All are invited to attend this festival worship 

service at which the Rev. Wolfgang D. Herz-

Lane and his assistants will be installed. 

Preacher and installing officer will be ELCA 

Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson. The church is 

handicapped accessible. 

 

Women’s Retreat 
 

Theme: “The Biblical Understanding of Love” 

DE-MD Synodical Women’s Organization, 

Women of the ELCA 

Sandy Cove Conference Center, North East, 

MD 

September 17-19, 2010 

More info at www.DeMdSynod.org – or call 

Ann Marie Fontz at (410) 315-8878. 

 

 

International Day of Prayer for Peace 
September 19 (and/or 21) 

 

God has given us the peace that passes all 

understanding. Learn how to grow it – and 

share it: www.lutheranpeace.org.  

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

Emily Johnson  8/02 

Kim Beard   8/02 

Betty Kerns   8/07 

Don Valentine  8/07 

Cathy Delauter  8/09 

Dorothy Stowell  8/17 

Karen Fox   8/20 

Bill Riffle   8/22 

Ed McKissick  8/23 

William Willhide  8/26 

Brenda Toms  8/27 

Melissa Spahr  8/28 

Kaitlin Maloff  8/29 

Delores Sheeler  8/30 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Marie Seiss   9/01 

Wendell Zentz  9/05 

Luke Moorman  9/10 

Amy Delauter  9/11 

Emma Zentz   9/13 

Dottie Valentine  9/18 

Caleb Moorman  9/18 

Sharon Lewis  9/20 

Rick May   9/21 

Betty Wolf   9/23 

Becky Carpenter  9/24 

Carolyn Fraley  9/25 

Brian Fox   9/27 

Kurt Johnson  9/29 

Brandon Humerick  9/30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
         

            Updates from 
         synod 

 



 

LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE 

     8:45 Worship 

     Date Asst. Minister Lector Welcomers Altar 

     
08/08/2010 - 10 AM Rick May Sarah Johnson John/Carol Ford Gayle Spahr 

08/15/2010 Alice May H Lisa R Hinkle/Riffle Gayle Spahr 

08/22/2010 Bill Riffle Carolyn F Caroll/Barbara R Gayle Spahr 

08/29/2010 John Ford Alice May H M/W Willhide Gayle Spahr 

09/05/2010 Rick May William W Riffle/Crouse Delores S 

09/12/2010 Alice May H Stacey B-H Becky/John U Delores S 

09/19/2010 Bill Riffle John Ford D/D Valentine Delores S 

09/26/2010 John Ford Mary W Mike/Cathy D Delores S 

     10:15 Worship 

     Date Lector Acolyte Welcomers Prayer 

     
08/08/2010 - 10:00 AM Joint Worship - see servers above 

08/15/2010 Emily J Rachel J Sarah G/Rachel J Chris Krietz 

08/22/2010 Sarah J Mallory D Riffle Kurt Johnson 

08/29/2010 Gayle S Sarah G Gayle S Kelli Donaghue 

09/05/2010 Amanda U Emily J Hoovers MaryBeth J 

09/12/2010 Bill R Sarah J Johnsons Beth Watson 

09/19/2010 Chris K Rachel J Donaghues Gayle Spahr 

09/26/2010 Sarah G Mallory D Sarah G/Rachel J Chris Krietz 

     

      

 

    

     

     



      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. John’s Lutheran Church  
15 N. Church Street  

Thurmont, MD  21788 

  
Ministers:   The people of St. John’s

  

ST. JOHN’S  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

  
WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS  

&  
Educational Opportunities

 

 
 8:45 am Traditional Worship Celebration  

  
10:15 am Sing/Rejoice Worship Celebration

  
  Our Mission: 

“Loved by God...to love others!” 

 

Pastor:    
        Church Phone:  301 -271-7877   
 
Church Web site: www.saintjohnlutheran.org   
        President:  Kurt Johnson  
        Phone:    717-762-5281 
        

Administrative Assistant:
  
Edie Sodowsky

  
        

e-mail:    edie@saintjohnlutheran.org 
 

Preschool Chairperson:  Stacey Brown -Hobbs 
        Phone:      301-271-2390  
Preschool Registrar:  Marie Skillinger  
        Phone:    301-271-4109 
        e-mail:    stjpreschl@aol.com  
Thurmont Thespians:  Beth Watson  
        

Phone:
      301-416-0864 

 
        

e-mail:    beth.watson@myactv.net
 

        If you have an article for the newsletter 
please submit by the 20th of the month to the 

above email address or give to Edie. 

 



 

  



 


